Tea export share drops
AVIJIT SINHA Nagrakata (Jalpaiguri): Kenya and Sri Lanka have continued to
surpass India in CTC tea export, although the combined production of the brew in
those two countries is much less than what India manufactures.
KENYA AND SRI LANKA BEAT INDIA IN OVERSEAS MARKET

An association of tea planters held factors such as price and less orders from
traditional markets like Russia and UAE responsible for the fall in India's share on the
global market.
R.P. Thapliyal, the chairman of the Terai and Dooars branch of the Tea Association of
India, said at the 48th annual general meeting that though the production of tea in
Kenya and Sri Lanka together was much less than that of India, those two countries
had been able to export huge amount of the produce to other nations.
"Back in 2017, India accounted for 23 per cent of the global tea production whereas
the combined production of Kenya and Sri Lanka was only 13 per cent of the world's
pro- duction. However, when it comes to exports, it has been found that they jointly
have an export share of 39 per cent. For India, it is only 13 per cent," said Thapliyal.
The reason, tea planters said, is stiff competition in terms of prices and also decline in
ordered from traditional international markets like Russia and UAE.
"In the nineties, CTC (Crush, Tear, Curl) tea made in the Dooars and Terai was
exported but in recent years, it has stopped and the gardens here have to depend on
domestic consumption. We want the process to resume again so that India can
improve its position in the list of tea exporting nations," said Prabir Bhattacharjee, the
secretary general of the TAI.
As of now, India stands fourth in the list, with China, Kenya and Sri Lanka in the top
three slots.
The data published by Tea Board of India show in 2018, the total tea exported from
India was 249.11 million kg, which is marginally less that the export of 2017, when it
was 251.91 million kg.
BREW BLUES However, the average price that 1kg of tea exported from India has
fetched is higher in 2018 than 2017. In 2017, the average price was Rs 197.99, which
has increased to Rs 206.03, say the data. According to representatives of the TAI, tea
companies in the Terai and the Dooars, which have produced around 378 million kg in

2018, it is necessary to improve the quality. The reason, they said, is because it would
help in getting better prices in auctions . "In north Bengal, the crisis of tea industry,
especially in the organised sector, is primarily linked to price realised at the auction
centres," said Thapliyal. According to TAI sources, at the auction centre in Siliguri,
around 66 per cent of the tea sold in 2018 fetched prices up to Rs 149 per kg and
another 28 per cent were sold at prices ranging from Rs 150 to Rs 199. Only six per
cent of the teas auctioned at the centre, were sold at a price of Rs 200 or above per
kilo.
"Workers' wages have increased by 33 per cent in 2018 and have led to a sudden rise
in the cost of production. For sustenance of gardens, it is necessary to come up with
quality tea which can help in increasing earnings," he added Mudit Kumar, the
president of the Tea Association of India, emphasised the need to promote tea in the
domestic market to increase the per capita consumption of the beverage in India.
The consumption is around 780 grams in the country, which is lower than Pakistan
where it is around 1.50 kilos and much lower than Turkey, the country with the
highest per capita consumption of tea (of over three kilos)..
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